
Thinking DIY for your vinyl siding installation? Consider these things first. 

 

It can’t be that hard, can it? You watched that episode of your favorite home reno TV show and you 
know what to look out for, what to order and how much. They always cover all the bases, but still you 
did your own research, just to be sure, and the YouTube videos all made it look like child’s play--one guy 
even whistled while he worked.  

You found a reputable manufacturer, picked your color, and have a supplier ready to deliver it to your 
driveway. You’re ready to start.  

But, before going any further, consider the following. It just might save you a lot of time, money, and 
aggravation. 

 

What about the Garbage? 

TV and video experts don’t often share this part of the process, maybe because it isn’t pretty. But, 
before you can put on the new, the old must be stripped off, and it has to go somewhere.  

Try as you might, it’s highly unlikely that your municipal garbage service will be willing to take away your 
old siding. It just won’t fit in that truck! 

Enter debris removal services. You’ve probably seen them on your neighbor’s front lawn during a 
renovation but, again, who really gives a dumpster a second thought? Now you need to, and it typically 
involves a rental cost. Depending on the area you live in, you may also have to pay additional fees to 
have the debris dumped.  

There’s also the clean-up challenges post-installation. Professionals have the necessary equipment to 
scan and scour the surroundings of your home, ensuring that any stray scraps and sharp nails get picked 
up properly, rather than landing in a pet’s foot or a child’s curious hands.  

 

What Lies Beneath? 

That old siding has gotten pretty ugly. But that’s only what you can see. Have you ever wondered what 
could be going on beneath the surface? Beauty isn’t the only thing that’s just skin deep.  

Lift off that beat-up old skin and you might just find some rot. It can’t be covered up in the hopes that it 
will fix itself. What’s worse, you might not even know that you’re looking at something that needs fixing. 
Expert eyes with years of experience can spot things in an instant that a novice will never even notice. 

Carpentry work may be needed; better to get that done before your new siding is installed, instead of 
discovering a year or two later that a serious problem has grown to the point where teardowns are 
necessary.  

 



Would you even know what to fix or how? While you look for answers and expertise, your siding project 
has suddenly suffered an unexpected delay.  

 

Tools You Must Use 

Notice we haven’t even gotten to the part where you install the siding? Well, we still aren’t there yet. 

Imagine the boxes of siding have been delivered and they’re sitting in your driveway. Now what? It’s like 
a gigantic puzzle and all the pieces are sitting in neat and tidy bundles. But, unlike the jigsaw variety, this 
one is really big. You will need more than your hands and a humble hammer. You might also need … 

A square, chalk line, level, tape measure, fine-tooth hand saw, power saw, utility knife, electric drill, tin 
snips, snap lock punch, nail hole slot punch, unlocking tool, fasteners, staples, safety glasses … 

And a break. No, not the kind you take when you’re tired. This kind of break is an expensive piece of 
equipment that bends metal to conform to the shape of your trim. It comes in a variety of sizes to suit 
your needs, but you’re not likely to ever use it again anyway. So, add that to the rental fees you’ll have 
to pay, or be prepared to pay someone to bend your metal. (That’s not as cheap as it may sound.) 

 

Never Underestimate the Secrets of the Trade 

Experts always make their work look easier than it is; watch them closely and you start to see just how 
much they know without realizing that they know. For them, it’s as natural as breathing. 

Consider that each town or city often has its own rules and regulations. One may require a permit for a 
major renovation like vinyl siding installation, while another won’t even have it on their radar. An expert 
will know. 

Consider that vinyl siding comes in a variety of thickness grades and while some leave an empty void 
between the panel and the wall surface, others provide an additional layer of foam backing. What kind 
of insulation do you already have installed? Should you install more? What about house wrap? An 
expert will know what you have and what you need. 

Did you know that vinyl siding shifts, expands and contracts with temperature changes? If nailed in too 
tightly, the siding can buckle and create waves on your house walls, while too much movement can also 
create unattractive gaps between siding panels. It’s all avoidable, if handled correctly. There is a way to 
leave enough space between the nail and the surface, and add enough overlap to mitigate gaps. An 
expert will know.  

 

Time to Install 

Finally, we’ve gotten to the part that you’ve watched on YouTube: the install. This is when it’s supposed 
to be straightforward, right? 

 



Not necessarily. Have you got help? How much time have you allotted for this project?  

Even if you’ve addressed all of the above items successfully and you’ve made it this far, you could still be 
facing the combined hurdles of time and labor: too much time required and not enough labor to 
complete the job.  

This is not a typical home improvement project that you can check off on your “honey-do” list in one 
weekend. A professional team with a full crew of experienced team members can take up to a week to 
complete the job to your specifications. 

Remember, we all have the tendency to believe that we can do something more quickly than is humanly 
possible--our eyes are often bigger than our schedules. So ask yourself how much time you really want 
the installation to take, and then consider, honestly, how long it will take you to do it. 

There’s so much to consider when facing a project of this size. So, before you even begin, it’s a good 
time to call an expert. Let’s talk. We’ll give you a free estimate and answer all of your questions.  

 
 
 
 



Some Key Points to Consider for Your Next Security Audit 
You may think your building is secure.  

After all, you have a security system in place and the doors are locked at night. The thing is though, 
there could be gaps that you just don’t see with a quick scan. That’s where a good audit can help. 

When you bring in an expert, they can review the security of your property based on criteria that draws 
on their years of experience in the field.  

They will know where to look and what questions to ask. 

Physical Property & Barriers  

The land surrounding your building(s) is the first place to start. 

Where are your buildings in relation to typical hiding spots in the surrounding landscape? Is it easy to 
access the building or the rooftop without being seen? 

Aside from the landscape itself, it’s also a good idea to evaluate man-made barriers relative to the rest 
of the property. Are fences, gates, and tire strips located in the optimal spots?  

Access Points 

While such things as fences and gates are barriers, they’re also access points and that means how they 
function is just as important as where they function. Bottom line: are they performing optimally for both 
safety and security?  

Doors and gates should close on their own. Turnstiles should require credentials before a person can go 
through.  

Do docks and dock doors operate properly, and are they locked when not in use? What about elevators 
and stairwells? 

Windows should open and close with ease and should have working locks when they’re closed. If the 
building has large panes of glass, that glass should be laminated with a security film to help prevent 
forced entry. 

Finally, are people who enter or exit the property via any access point being screened appropriately, 
based on the time of day and other criteria relevant to regular activities in and around the buildings? 

Access Methods 

Gone are the days of a simple lock and key method of access.  

Yes, they still have their uses, but now a variety of approaches are available to meet the requirements of 
your business, buildings and property, and they should be reviewed on a regular basis for their 
effectiveness. 

All locks and locking equipment should be in good repair. Are codes changed on a regular basis on code 
or cipher locks? 

It’s especially important to consider this in the context of employee turnover. When employees leave, 
are there adequate procedures in place to ensure they no longer have access?   



 

Lighting 

For energy savings alone, it never surprises us to see the lights around buildings go dim at night. 
However, without proper light, it’s impossible to see what needs to be seen. 

There should be sufficient lighting to allow guards, employees, or others see into places of possible 
concealment or access. In fact, all building access points should be proper lit. 

Alarms 

Fire, intrusion, tamper, and motion … to protect your building properly, all of these threats need to be 
monitored with the appropriate alarm system.  

In addition, at all points of entry—doors, windows, gates, and turnstiles—there should be something in 
place that helps to identify everyone who enters and exits.  

If someone does try to force their way in, or if there’s smoke or fire, what will the system do?  

Guards 

If your property is monitored by a staff, it’s always wise to review the procedures that are being 
followed. There are practices that can optimize their presence, if implemented properly. 

Here are just a few of the questions worth asking … 

At access points, do guards verify the identities of people on entry and, if they do, how do they do it? 
What sort of record do they keep of visitors that come and go? 

As a routine check of the property, do guards complete a checklist? Are all access points included on 
that checklist? 

Do their rounds follow a schedule, or do they vary their patrol patterns to reduce the chance that 
someone can take advantage of predictability and sneak through unnoticed? 

Communications  

Whether there is a guard staff, local alarms, monitored alarms, or a combination of all three, it’s 
important to review how fire, breaches of access, and other emergencies are communicated, and to 
whom they are communicated. 

What methods are employed? Phone, text, email? 

Who is responsible and how are they best contacted? 

Is there a backup communication protocol in place to ensure an adequate response? Does the security 
staff know that protocol?  

CCTV 

In addition to the physical presence of security staff, closed-circuit television (CCTV) is a common tool 
used for the electronic surveillance and security at access points around the property. 

However, to guarantee its effectiveness, camera location is crucial and should be strategically planned. 

Where are the cameras located? Are they providing adequate coverage at all access points? 



Do they operate well in both high and low light conditions?  

Are they monitored 24 hours a day, or are they reviewed only after an incident has taken place? 

 

After reading all of this, the last thing I want is for you to feel overwhelmed. While it’s true that there is 
a lot to consider, it’s also true that that we’ve got you covered.  

If you think it’s time to review your security system and procedures, contact us today! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Just when you think it’s too late 
Remember what it felt like in April? Summer days stretched before you, in all their promise and glory. 

You pictured it in your mind’s eye. So much time for fun in the sun, fellowship with family and friends … 
and those home improvement projects sitting on your list collecting dust. 

Now fall is fast approaching. Where did the time go? What’s worse is that somehow, yet again, those 
projects didn’t get done.  

But, instead of fretting that they’ll have to wait another year, think again. It’s not too late. 

As a matter of fact, the coming season may just be the perfect time for you to knock a few of those 
projects off your list for good. 

Back to routine 

Everyone is home from vacation and back to work and school. How is this a good thing? 

Those summer plans can be a blast, but they’re also disruptive and pose a challenge when making time 
for home improvement projects. Honestly, no one should blame you that you chose a day at the water 
park or a weekend at the cottage, rather than fixing that nasty window draft that was so easy to forget 
in balmy weather. 

But now, with the memories made, there will be far fewer disruptions. You’re back, you’re refreshed, 
and you’re ready to start thinking more seriously about the home in which you will be nesting during the 
coming winter months. 

Moving inside 

As those temperatures start to drop, your yard is no longer needed for fun in the sun. Again, how is this 
a good thing? 

There’s nothing worse than the clutter than comes with a home improvement project, especially when 
it’s littered around the children’s play area and your brand new patio furniture. Either it ends up 
preventing you from enjoying those spaces altogether, or you spend way too much time cleaning up, 
over and over and over again, until it’s finally done.    

In the fall, outdoor recreation places become home improvement spaces. A crew can come in and take 
care of outdoor projects like windows and siding while moving freely around your yard, getting it done 
much more quickly and with less disruption for everyone.  

Cool is good 

I know, I’ve already tried to sell you on the benefits of getting back to the routine and moving back 
inside. Now I’m trying to tell you that the cooler weather is good too? 

Well, it turns out that fall weather is great for projects like vinyl siding installation and roofing.  Vinyl 
expands and contracts in temperature extremes, making it more likely to buckle and shift, and asphalt 
shingles tear when it’s too hot and grow brittle and crack when it’s too cold.  



Weather can get rough 

Yes, I was just selling you on the advantages of the fall weather. 

But, what I’m talking about here is the hard driving rains and winds of hurricane season and the winter 
snow accumulation that’s sure to follow. 

If you have drafty windows and doors, or a roof in need of serious repair, fall is the best time to take 
care of them—before all of that nasty stuff has a chance to move indoors with you. 

Speaking of snow 

I’m going to get all positive on you again about fall.  

With December snow comes more holidays, and family and friends will gather once again, only this time 
around hearth and home.  

While you may want that hearth to be warm and welcoming, it won’t be the time to start fixing it if it’s 
cold and drafty. Lest we all forget, the holiday season can get incredibly busy.  

December really will be too late … but fall? It’s perfect. 

Now is the time 

It’s so easy to think you have a lot of it—it’s a trick of the mind—but just look at how the summer 
whizzed by us. We get busy and think we’ll have more time next week or next month. 

But fall is fast approaching and it’s time.  

Give us a call and we can come to your home, help you figure out what it needs for the coming winter 
months, and provide a free estimate.  
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