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With Summer 2017 behind us, it’s that time again 
... and there’s so much to do!
Don’t worry! The following list will give you a head 
start and help you get organized: 
□ Roof: Inspect it for any points of weakness & 
repair as needed.
□ Eaves troughs and downspouts: Clear them 
out for good water drainage.
□ Overhangs/Sheds: Consider supports for snow 
load.
□ Trees & dead branches: Trim around buildings. 
Ice and snow load can bring them down fast.
□ Dock: Lift/remove/store all movable sections.
□ Boats/Canoes/Kayaks: Winterize. Stack and 
chain them together, out of view.
□ BBQ & Propane Tanks: Clean the BBQ and 
disconnect the tank. Store in a protected place.
□ Under Cottage: Spread mothballs and fill holes 
with steel wool to deter wildlife.
□ Septic/Outhouse: Get it pumped or cleaned out, 
if needed. Also consider adding “good” bacteria to 
help breakdown waste over the winter.
□ Plumbing: If your hydro will be off, drain the 
entire system—water heater, tanks, pipes, taps 
and traps. Add plumbing antifreeze.
□ Heating: If your hydro will be on, set a low-temp 
thermostat at 5 degrees Celcius. Consider an 
automatic generator to prevent freeze ups during 
power outages.
□ Fireplace/Woodstove/Chimney: Inspect for 
creosote levels. Block off flues. Close dampers. 
Block pipes to prevent bird & rodent entry.
□ Fire Hazards: Get rid of old papers, boxes and 
rags. Unplug all appliances.
□ Photos: Do a walkthrough and take pictures of 
everything. If an unfortunate loss occurs (fire, theft, 
weather), it will help with an insurance claim.
□ Anything you’re not sure of? Call in an expert. 
It’s always better to play it safe when it comes to 
your prized ‘home away from home’.

And remember ...
If you’d like someone to monitor and oversee 
your property this winter, give us a call!


